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 Reviews This resource is part of a special subject or section. The resource has not been revised since it was published, but
please contact the section’s coordinator for further information. Selected elements from the Registry of Northern British

Columbia Settlement Records for the years 1827-1864 are provided here. The Registry of the Province of British Columbia was
set up in 1855 and its purpose was to maintain records for the territory to be ceded to Great Britain by the Treaty of Portland in
1858. The purpose of the Registry, as stated in the minutes of the British Columbia Assembly, was to keep records of the land
ceded by the Treaty of Portland: The records of British Columbia, in the nature of the records of an individual settler, that is,
any naturalized person, their children or their adopted children who have a record of settlement in British Columbia and who
have made their settlements within the territory ceded to the Province, and any other person having such a settlement record.

The Registry was open to all free persons, but the minute clerk was required to send a copy of the certificate of settlement to the
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Registrar General and to the Surveyor General to be filed with the Registry. All certificates of settlement were intended to be
filed at the Registry, but a few were filed elsewhere and transferred to the Registry after 1858. The Registry also maintained
records for missionary settlement, but that was not the function of this database. The Registry was closed in 1863. The early
years of its operation were years of great turmoil for the colony as a result of the British government's desire to establish land

titles to the native population. The new government of the colony was reluctant to issue patents of settlement. Land title disputes
were common. The purpose of the Registry, then, was to aid in resolving disputes over land titles and land claims. The entries in
this collection are arranged chronologically by month and year. For most years, there is only one entry for each individual. The

certificate itself includes a number of fields, including name, age, marital status, birthplace, occupation and type of settlement, a
statement of time of settlement, and a list of the family or individual witnesses. The testimony is generally brief and confirms
the main facts in the certificate. Sometimes there is an additional statement to the effect of "I was present and saw John Smith
come with my family." Some settlements were made by individuals claiming to be "measurers" of the band. Some entries are

duplicated 82157476af
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